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PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON

SCIENCE TO HAVE UNTIL MID-
NIGHT, THURSDAY, JANUARY 31,
2002, TO FILE REPORTS ON H.R.
3400, NETWORKING AND INFOR-
MATION TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH
ADVANCEMENT ACT, AND H.R.
3394, CYBER SECURITY RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
ACT

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on Science have until mid-
night on Thursday, January 31 to file
the reports to accompany H.R. 3400 and
H.R. 3394.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
f

HONORING LIFE OF DAVE THOMAS

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 336)
honoring the life of Rex David ‘‘Dave’’
Thomas and expressing the deepest
condolences of the House of Represent-
atives to his family on his death.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 336

Whereas the House of Representatives has
learned with great sadness of the death of
Dave Thomas from liver cancer at the age of
69 on January 8, 2002;

Whereas Dave Thomas, born in Atlantic
City, New Jersey, on July 2, 1932, and adopt-
ed shortly thereafter by Rex and Auleva
Thomas, of Kalamazoo, Michigan, was a life-
long advocate and activist for the cause of
adoption;

Whereas Dave Thomas, in 1979, was award-
ed the Horatio Alger Award for dedication,
individual initiative, and a commitment to
excellence, as exemplified by remarkable
achievements accomplished through hon-
esty, hard work, self-reliance, and persever-
ance;

Whereas from 1990 until 2000 Dave Thomas
was the national spokesman for numerous
White House adoption and foster care initia-
tives;

Whereas Dave Thomas received numerous
awards, including the Angel in Adoption
Award by the Congressional Coalition on
Adoption, for generating awareness of the
thousands of children waiting for permanent
homes and loving families;

Whereas Dave Thomas, in 1992, established
the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption
and donated his speaking fees and profits
from sales of his books, ‘‘Dave’s Way, Well
Done!’’ and ‘‘Franchising for Dummies’’, to
adoption causes;

Whereas Dave Thomas established the
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption to
work with national adoption organizations,
individuals, and public and private agencies
to raise awareness about children awaiting
adoption and to provide direct support for
programs seeking to find permanent homes
for children in foster care;

Whereas Dave Thomas established the
Dave Thomas Center for Adoption Law to
ease and facilitate the adoption process
through education, advocacy, and research;

Whereas Dave Thomas was a constructive
force in shaping corporate health policy to
cover adoption expenses and, through his ef-
forts, 75 percent of Fortune 1000 companies
now offer adoption benefits to their employ-
ees;

Whereas Dave Thomas received the 2001
Social Awareness Award from the United
States Postal Service for being instrumental
in the use of the Adoption Awareness post-
age stamp as a vehicle for highlighting the
cause of adoption;

Whereas Dave Thomas founded Wendy’s
Old-Fashioned Hamburgers in Columbus,
Ohio, on November 15, 1969, and transformed
it into one of the most successful food fran-
chises in the country and, in promoting
Wendy’s, became a national figure rep-
resenting a friendly face, good food, and a
kind sense of humor;

Whereas Dave Thomas, in 1993, 45 years
after leaving school, earned his GED certifi-
cate and received his high school diploma
from Coconut Creek High School in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, securing him as role
model to students of all ages; and

Whereas Dave Thomas used his financial
success to promote and advance the cause of
adoption: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) recognizes that America has lost one of
its most dedicated and hardest working ad-
vocates for adoption, and honors him in his
devotion to family, life, and business; and

(2) expresses its deep and heartfelt condo-
lences to the family of Dave Thomas on their
loss.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. WELDON) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. WELDON).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 336.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have
the House consider House Resolution
336, an important resolution introduced
by the distinguished gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. PRYCE). This resolution rec-
ognizes and honors the remarkable life
of Dave Thomas and expresses the
House of Representatives’ condolences
to his family on his recent death.

Mr. Speaker, Dave Thomas, founder
and chairman of Wendy’s Inter-
national, passed away on January 8,
2002, from cancer. Dave Thomas was an
extraordinary man. Thomas founded
Wendy’s Old Fashioned Hamburgers
Restaurants in 1969 and named the
company after one of his daughters.
This restaurant chain grew explosively
to more than 6,000 locations worldwide.
Dave Thomas was a successful busi-
nessman. He also shared his humor,
friendliness and humility with the
American public which was evident
through his television commercials.

But his legacy does not consist of his
business success alone. Dave Thomas
energetically championed an issue that
is close to my heart, adoption. I am the
father of two adopted children and a

Member of the House Adoption Caucus.
I understand Mr. Thomas’ passion for
making sure that all our children are
wanted, loved and provided with a nur-
turing home.

Thomas was himself adopted, and he
became a passionate advocate for adop-
tion. In 1992 he created the Dave Thom-
as Foundation for Adoption. The foun-
dation’s goal was simple and straight-
forward but profound: Every child will
have a permanent home and loving
family.

Mr. Thomas has testified before Con-
gress in support of adoption tax credits
and adoption legislation, appeared in
several television public service an-
nouncements, and led an initiative to
create the adoption stamp that was
issued by the U.S. Postal Service in
May 2000. He also established the Dave
Thomas Center for Adoption Law to fa-
cilitate the adoption process through
education advocacy and research.

Dave Thomas worked hard to ad-
vance the cause of adoption and height-
ened awareness in our country about
the fact that all children deserve the
love and security of a family. For this
achievement alone, Mr. Speaker, Dave
Thomas earned the respect and grati-
tude of the American people.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members to
support this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. I am pleased to join with the
gentleman from Florida, chairman of
the Subcommittee on Civil Service and
Agency Organization, in consideration
of this resolution. I also want to com-
mend the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
PRYCE) for her sensitivity in intro-
ducing this legislation to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, Dave Thomas, founder
of Wendy’s Old Fashioned Hamburgers
Restaurants, died of cancer on January
8. In a tribute to Thomas, Wendy’s web
page notes that ‘‘Dave was much more
than Wendy’s founder and senior
spokesman. He was a mentor to many
hundreds of people he personally helped
and thousands who have been inspired
by his leadership.’’

Born in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on
July 2, 1932, Mr. Thomas was adopted
by Rex and Auleva Thomas of Kala-
mazoo, Michigan, and became a life-
long advocate and activist for the
cause of adoption. Thousands have
been inspired by his leadership and per-
sonal commitment to finding homes
for children in foster care.

Mr. Thomas was a talented and dedi-
cated businessman, but he was also a
leader who accepted the challenge of
ensuring that every child has a perma-
nent and loving home. Every day in
this country, more than three children
die as a result of abuse or neglect. In
1997, an estimated 1,197 children died as
a result of abuse or neglect. Seventy-
seven percent of those children died be-
fore reaching their third birthday.
Dave Thomas was their advocate and
their friend.
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